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Welcome New Members 


Ottawa Area 
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S. Nordstrom & Marie-Chantale Noel 

Other Areas 


Paul V. Fraser, Sundre, AB 
Mike J. Suitor, Calgary, AB 
Jim S. Ronson, Perth, ON 
Jared B. Clark, Regina, SK 
Jonathan G. Way, Marston Mills, Ma, USA 

Henry Steger 
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Conservation Matters 


Stan Rosenbaum 


Larose Forest Update 

This update comes from Christine Hanrahan, who represents the Club on the forest 
advisory committee. The United Counties of Prescott-Russell has passed a by-law 
allowing regulation of ATVs in the forest. The number of trails is likely to be 
reduced to allow habitat regeneration and moose recovery from a present estimated 
population of 11 or 12. Consultants are looking at non-destructive ways of making 
money from the forest, including tapping Red Maples for syrup and harvesting 
edible mushrooms. It appears that local community support is increasing for 
preserving the entire forest. 

Natural Resources and Environment in a State of Crisis 

A chronic state of serious under-funding, top-heavy management and demoralized 
staff at both the Ministries of Natural Resources and the Environment was alleged in 
anonymous letters from a long-time MNR employee. This situation was initially the 
result of drastic budget cuts by the previous (Harris and then Eves) governments, and 
was already known to environmental groups, as well as to the general public through 
the more immediate consequences, such as the Walkerton contaminated water 
disaster. The McGuinty Government was elected largely on “green promises” of 
reform, but the promises are so far largely unfulfilled. The anonymous author also 
wrote that environmental groups are disorganized, but need to speak collectively on 
major issues. Despite the promises, ministry budgets have not been restored to 
levels that would allow needed wildlife surveys, inspections, and prosecution of 
environmental violators. The Conservation Committee has made representations to 
these ministries many times during the life of the present provincial government. In 
this election year, it will be important to remind them. 

Ontario Species at Risk Legislation 

On a brighter note, the Ontario government is moving in the right direction by 
introducing Bill 184: “An Act to protect species at risk and to make related changes 
to other Acts” (EBR Registry Number: AB06E6001). In a letter to the Species at 
Risk Review office at the Ministry of Natural Resources, we expressed approval for 
Bill 184. If adopted as drafted, all species that are determined by an expert panel to 
be at risk will appear on the official list, evidently as a statement of scientific fact, 
regardless of any other policy considerations. We previously supported that option 
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when submitting comments in June 2006. In our recent letter, we wrote that 
ministerial power to issue permits should be exercised only in rare circumstances, 
such as to allow collection of specimens for essential research. We added: “The 
public has a right to know the number of such permits in existence, the species they 
refer to, their duration and the reasons why they were issued." 

Leitrim Ontario Municipal Board Appeal 

The Greenspace Alliance and the Sierra Club have jointly appealed rezoning of 
“Parcel 1” to housing development. This land was part of the Leitrim Wetlands, but 
was targeted for development under preliminary approvals going back many years. 
Grounds stated in the appeal notice include damage to the remaining wetland that is 
supposed to be protected, caused by changes to water levels brought about by 
drainage activities. The appeal is getting professional legal direction, at no cost, 
from a new' Environmental Law Clinic at the University of Ottawa. The clinic is 
sponsored by the Sierra Legal Defence Fund (SLDF) which is not part of the Sierra 
Club, but assists environmental protection through the courts. Due to its complexity, 
the appeal is an ideal project for the clinic. The OFNC Council decided that support 
for the appeal is justified, and approved a pledge of $1,000 to help pay the expenses 
of expert witnesses. The clinic will not receive any funds from donations. 

Cormorants 

Double-crested Cormorants started to appear on the Ottawa River about 15 years 
ago, and it was more recently confirmed that they are nesting on the river. Evidently 
this has to do with milder winters and earlier ice breakup, probably coupled with 
population pressure in cormorant colonies on the Great Lakes. Just a few decades 
ago, cormorants almost disappeared from the Great Lakes, and survivors were often 
observed to have ominous deformities such as twisted beaks. They were in truth a 
“messenger” species, delivering warnings about the dire consequences of pollution 
in the Lakes. After some pesticides, such as DDT, were banned, and other causes of 
pollution such as the notorious Love Canal, started to get cleaned up, the cormorant 
population rebounded. In perverse ingratitude, the main human response has been to 
persecute them for doing what they naturally do—eat fish—and for killing 
vegetation by nesting on shorelines and islands. In Ontario, by order of the Minister 
of Natural Resources, there have been organized cormorant culls and destruction of 
eggs and nests by ministry staff. We were recently informed by a group known as 
the Peaceful Parks Coalition about a Private Members Bill in the Ontario 
Legislature—Bill 156—that seeks to amend the Fish and Wildlife Act to allow 
hunting of cormorants. At present, cormorants are protected as belonging to “. . . a 
species that is wild by nature and is not a game bird,” unlike species such as starlings 
whose present abundance is a consequence of human activities on farms and around 
cities. The Club sent a letter to Premier McGuinty asking the Government not to 
support Bill 156, and we authorized Peaceful Parks to distribute our letter to all 
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members of the legislature as part of their campaign to protect cormorants. 


News from the FWG: Spring 2007 


Christine Hanrahan 

Spring came slowly this year, but the gradual slide into warmer days was far more 
pleasant than the abrupt change from cold to heat that too often characterizes our 
Ottawa spring. Spring also brings the volunteers back to the garden and for many, 
the return to their work at FW G is an integral part of the changing seasons. 

Backyard Garden News 

The BYG volunteers met for the first time this year on Friday the 13 th . Whether this 
is auspicious or the opposite, well, we’ll see! There were at least five new faces 
around the table and Isabelle Nicol provided her usual, very thorough volunteer 
orientation (tour and briefing). Isabelle has also kindly agreed to become the Interim 
BYG Coordinator, until we find someone willing to assume the role on a more 
permanent basis. 

In the few short weeks since, work in the garden has leaped ahead. At the time of 
writing, mid-May, the garden is looking very green and new growth is everywhere. 
Much of the work has involved general tidying up after winter wear and tear. The 
bird bath is once again installed (and frequently used), hoses are connected, the 
irrigation system has been repaired (thanks, Charlie), and the compost bins turned. 
We’ve decided that a complete reconstruction of the BYG pond isn’t feasible at this 
time, and so new ideas are being considered. There is talk about a Wednesday 
evening work crew to deal specifically with this project. 

Inside the Interpretive Centre, signs of the spring plant sale dominated for awhile 
with, at one time, four tables full of healthy growing seedlings. By the time you read 
this, the plant sale will be long over, and those attending will already know that we 
had a fantastic variety of native plants for sale. More on the plant sale in the next 
update. 

Regular visitors to the BYG will note a new addition. The beautiful and very 
comfortable bench is in memory of our good friend, Dale Crook, who passed away 
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in 2005. It was made by Malcolm Leith, Tony Denton and A1 Beaulieu, and as you 
can see, they did a 
remarkable job on 
this great memorial 
for Dale. 

The OFNC/FWG 
lost another good 
friend with the 
passing of Eileen 
Evans last year. 

Eileen was often to 
be seen at the 
garden and many of 
us probably have 
good memories of 
Eileen and her 
beautiful dog, at 

FW G and the Arboretum. Her family, in memory of Eileen, has very generously 
donated funds towards the construction of a pergola. This long anticipated structure 
can now go ahead, thanks to this wonderful gift, and by the time you read this issue, 
the pergola should be completed. I think Eileen would have approved of this 
addition to the garden. 

Signs 

Cedar posts will be used for erecting the habitat signs, mentioned in the last update. 
The posts are kindly donated by David Stewart of Landscape Ontario who will also 
arrange for delivery. By the time you read this, the signs should be installed. 

Events, Tours, and Walks 

The FWG once again participated in the annual Ottawa Wildlife Festival event at 
Billings Bridge Shopping Mall. As usual, we were with the OFNC display, which, 
also as usual, was brilliant! We fielded all sorts of questions, from identification of 
birds and animals (and their tracks) to requests for gardening information. About 
half a dozen people signed up to volunteer with the garden. Overall, it was quite 
successful and a lot of fun. 

Several of the FWG volunteers led groups of students and cub scouts around the 
garden, the latter group also came prepared to work! 

Peter Fuller led a group of enthusiasts around the FWG to look for birds on May 12, 
International Migratory Bird Day (the IMBD event occurs annually on the second 
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Saturday in May across North America and parts of Latin America). Although the 
weather was cool and partly cloudy, the 41 people were treated to a good selection 
of birds, including Yellow Warblers, Brown Thrasher, Gray Catbird, Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, Warbling Vireos, Baltimore Orioles, and many others—38 species in 
total. This year, the IMBD organizers in the US, set up a special page on e-bird so 
that any group leading a walk for IMBD can submit their observations. FWG will be 
part of this group effort. Many thanks to Peter for once again generously donating 
his time to this event. It is greatly appreciated. 

A summer field camp at Carleton University for Geography students, will use the 
FWG for part of their program. One of their suggested activities was to conduct 
ongoing visitor surveys, which we are quite interested in. It will be illuminating to 
find out what people think of the FWG, and why they visit. We probably can guess 
the reasons for many visitors: dog walking, birding, and photography, but what about 
the others? 

Miscellaneous 

We held our annual spring clean-up in late April. This is the time when we install 
the window screens, give the Interpretive Centre a good airing and sweeping, tidy 
up, discard, and spread throughout the garden picking up garbage. At the end of the 
morning we filled six bags with refiise and the garden was looking much cleaner. Of 
course, garbage accumulates all year and we do our best to remove what we see. 
During the clean-up day, however, we are actively searching for garbage, under 
trees, in thickets, in places we don’t normally go. Grateful thanks to all the many 
volunteers who came to help out. 

Habitats 

Work on the continued rejuvenation of the Butterfly Meadow, led by Diane Lepage, 
has begun again. In other parts of the garden, garlic mustard removal is occurring, 
planting is being done, and brush piles for small animals and birds are being built. 
Later, we’ll have more news to report from other areas of the FWG. 

Plants and Animals 

Despite the cool spring, many birds arrived back more or less on schedule. On 
sunny days when the temperature rose, butterflies and other insects were briefly seen. 
By the end of April, however, spring really had arrived and the garden was alive with 
song, sound and sight of small creatures going about their busy lives. 

Birds 

A single Red-winged Blackbird arrived back at FWG on March 13. Within days he 
had been joined by many others, and soon that wonderful “ok-a-ree" call was ringing 
throughout the garden all day, no matter the weather. After that, other migrants were 
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slow to arrive. Eastern Phoebe, first observed in the Arboretum in late March and 
found sporadically there since, made only a few appearances. Killdeer were found 
around the same time, mostly on the farm fields, but occasionally flying and calling 
over FWG. Common Grackles were the next to arrive, followed by Song Sparrows. 
Tree Swallows arrived about the third week of April, only a few at first, but by the 
24 lh . were present in good numbers and already checking out nest boxes. While 
installing a repaired nest box (thanks, Colin) in the Old Field in early May, I was 
several times swooped down upon by a pair of impatient swallows. No sooner did I 
move away than they claimed the box, at least momentarily, checking it inside and 
out. A few minutes later, five more swallows came over to investigate and a great 

kerfuffle ensued! However, at this 
writing, none have taken up residence 
in that particular box. 

It can be illuminating to watch the 
interactions between birds. On one 
occasion I watched a prolonged battle 
for control of a bird box, between a 
pair of House Sparrows, who had 
previously staked out the place before 
the swallows arrived, and a very 
determined Tree Swallow. I sat down 
some little distance away and 
watched this avian drama unfold. For 
at least a week afterwards, it was 
touch and go for the sparrows, but 
they finally retained right of 
residency. 

Several bird boxes are being used by 
Peromyscus mice, and a couple by 
red squirrels. At least a couple more 
have been claimed by House Sparrows, but there are still more than enough boxes 
left for swallows, so hopefully, everyone will be happy and successfully breed. 

Warblers began appearing in the garden just before International Migratory Bird Day 
and, at this writing, there was still an excellent variety including Ovenbird, Common 
Yellowthroat, and Nashville Warbler. 

The Green Herons, first spotted on May 2, quickly became the star attraction, as 
always! Whether they nest in the garden again, after a hiatus of several years, 
remains to be seen. The American Kestrels, on the other hand, appear to be using 
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their traditional nest site at FWG. 


Other Fauna 

Wood Frogs began ‘quacking’ away about April 10, but the full chorus didn’t get 
going for another week or so. The number of Wood Frogs seemed lower than in 
other years, although we don’t know for certain that this is so. On the other hand, 
the American Toads were abundant. The peak of their activity was a few days in 
early May, when their trilling call dominated the soundscape at the garden, as well as 
the small wetlands near FlartwelTs Locks. I spent an absorbing hour watching their 
frenzied activity which caused the water to churn and roil with a vigour that 
astonished passers-by who wondered what was going on. One of the Green Herons 
stood and watched too, but although the pickings were easy, I didn’t see him make 
even an attempt to catch anything. No doubt he had just dined well. But also, toads 
are toxic, and I don’t know for sure that Green Herons will eat them. The male 
toads were in such a frenzy that any creature moving was in danger of being pounced 
on. This included a small painted turtle that was many times besieged by ardent 
males. Finally, having enough, it submerged itself into the debris at the bottom of 
the pond, still being clung to by misguided males. At present, Gray Treefrogs are 
calling from all over the garden. Soon, the banjo-like call of the Green Frog will be 
heard, and on warm June nights the sound of Green Frogs and treefrogs presents an 
aural delight at the FWG pond. 

There are 

innumerable insects at 
the FWG, but it is 
usually the biggest 
and brightest that are 
noticed: the 
butterflies, bumble 
bees, and wasps, but 
even the tiniest 
creature can be an 
amazing sight. In 
early May, I was 
delighted to find good 
numbers of little Bee 
Flies ( Bombylius 
major) and tiny red 
bees of the genus 
Nomada, in many 
locations around the 
garden. Dandelions 


--- 

FWG Details and Contact Information 

The FWG is located off Prince of Wales Drive on 
the Central Experimental Farm. For more 
information please visit the website at: 
http://www.ofnc.ca/fletcher.php. Brochures about 
the garden are available from the Centre on Friday 
mornings from spring through fall, Sunday 
afternoons in the summer, or during the week June 
through August when we have a summer employee. 
•FWG phone number: 613-234-6767. 

• David Hobden, Chair, FWG Management 
Committee: dhobden@magma.ca. 

• Sandy Garland: website and information about the 
FWG newsletter: sgarland@magma.ca. 

•Christine Hanrahan: bird and wildlife observations: 
vanessa@magma.ca. 

AAFC Security: 613-759-1985. 
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were a favoured plant for the Nomada bees, various other bee species and the 
gorgeous little native ladybird beetle, ColeomagiUa maculata. 

Turning to mammals for a moment, it is a pleasure to report that the CEF foxes have 
three young! When I first saw them, they still had their charcoal coats, but when I 
last looked they were beginning to acquire their rusty red pelage. 

The red and the gray squirrels are thriving, as are the chipmunks which seem far more 
numerous than I can remember, and much bolder! Groundhogs, on the other hand, 
our other common mammal, are not doing so well at FWG, although they thrive on 
the rest of the CEF. The only groundhog of the spring was a dead one, severely 
mauled, presumably by a dog. The poor creature appeared to have tried hiding behind 
a fence, where it died. Groundhogs may be common, they may be a ‘nuisance’ to 
some, but they are part of our native fauna. Were they as rare as their western 
relative, the Vancouver Island Marmot, perhaps we'd see them differently. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you would like to help out at the garden, we are always happy to see new faces. 

You can try your hand at removing invasive species, planting trees, working in the 
BYG, or with any number of other activities. Why not contact us? (Details on 
previous page). Regular volunteer groups meet on Friday morning (BYG), 

Wednesday evening (Butterfly Meadow) and Sunday morning (the rest of the FWG), 
spring through fall. 

Acknowledgments: As always, thanks to all the volunteers who make FWG happen! 


Volunteers Needed: Do you think you’d 
like to volunteer 20 hours per year? 

Suzanne Deschenes 

The Education and Publicity Committee is looking for volunteers. Meetings lasting 
no more than two hours and take place at the Fletcher Wildlife Garden every 4-5 
weeks (siesta in summer and December). If you would like to take charge of a 
project, another 3-5 hours per year of time may be required. Attending the OFNC 
Booth at fares in the spring, or at the time of membership drives, may also take up 
another 3-6 hours. Total, if you really get involved, 30-35 hours per year. Even if 
you are only interested in attending the OFNC Booth then please let us know. 
Contact Gillian at marstong@rogers.com 
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New City of Ottawa vascular plant 
taxa: 2005-2006 


Daniel F. Brunton 

An annotated list of the vascular flora of the City of Ottawa (Brunton 2005) was 
recently produced as part of the city’s Urban Natural Areas (UNA) study. It 
enumerates all of the vascular plant species, subspecies and hybrids known to have 
occurred within the City of Ottawa up to 15 April 2005. Several listings of the local 
flora had previously been produced, the first being the report Braddish Billings 
presented of his floristic findings from what is now the Billings Bridge—Centretown 
area (Billings 1868). The OFNC founder James Fletcher later published a more 
comprehensive Flora Ottawaensis (Fletcher 1880; 1884) representing all of the 
plants then known from the area of western Quebec and eastern Ontario contained 
within a 12 mile radius of the Parliament Buildings. Known as the Ottawa District, 
this interprovincial study area was subsequently expanded to include a 30 miles, then 
50 km radius (Rcddoch 198 1). The flora of this larger Ottawa District was last 
enumerated by Gillett and White (1978). The 2005 enumeration, however, 
represents the only listing of the vascular plant diversity of the City of Ottawa 
(former Region of Ottawa-Carleton) since Billings’ Confederation-era study. 

The importance of such county/regional lists has grown in recent years in Canada, as 
the ratings of natural values and significance within such sub-provincial areas are 
increasingly employed for conservation purposes. These regional data help planners 
and regulators to better accommodate protection for ecological features and 
functions during development site planning, help to determine provincial 
conservation and protection priorities, and provide baseline data for a wide variety 
of academic vegetation-based investigations. With the Ottawa UNA study, for 
example, the rarity of native plant species assisted in rating the relative importance 
and conservation priority of almost 200 candidate urban natural areas (Muncaster 
and Brunton 2005). From these data, the UNA also determined the average 
Coefficient of Conservation (CC) rating for native flora in candidate natural areas, 
providing an assessment of the overall ecological integrity— ‘naturalness’—of the 
site. (The CC for each species is rated on a zero to 10 scale, where 0 indicates 
species having no requirement for natural habitat and 10 indicates taxa which require 
virtually pristine habitat (Oldham et al. 1995)). 

Just as with the natural systems themselves, however, these regional enumerations of 
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biodiversity are dynamic. Changes reflect both the discoveries of ongoing 
investigations and the ebb and flow of natural processes. The 2005 City of Ottawa 
plant list is no exception, with the expected accumulation of additional floristic data 
occurring since its publication. Accordingly, to assist in keeping the application of 
this data base as current as possible, the following discussion lists the most important 
of subsequent changes, viz., new species discoveries. Discussions are arranged in 
the same order as the 2005 species list and acronyms for the herbaria where cited 
voucher specimens are preserved are included in collection references (Note: ‘CAN’ 
refers to the Canadian National Herbarium (vascular plants); ‘DAO’ refers to the 
Agriculture and Agri-food Canada Vascular Plant Herbarium; ‘Dfb’ refers to the 
private Brunton herbarium). 

Additional contemporary (post-1969) City of Ottawa vascular plant taxa 

Red Spruce (Picea rubens) Regionally Rare 

This is a common, even dominant tree in the maritime provinces but becomes 
localized inland; it may be sufficiently uncommon in Ontario to be considered 
provincially rare, occurring with regularity only in the Algonquin Highlands (Farrar 
1995). It has been known from the Quebec side of the Ottawa District from “moist 
and well sheltered slopes ” in eastern Gatineau Park since the 1930s (Heimburger 
and Porsild 193 8) but was unreported in Ottawa. Unbeknownst to local botanists, 
however, noted silviculturalist Dr. Allan Gordon has been monitoring several 
populations in and around the eastern National Capital Greenbelt for almost 30 
years. His 2001 report on this (A. Gordon to NCC, in lit.) recently came to light. 

One population is within the Anderson Road interchange of Highway 417 and 
presumably has been passed hundreds of times by unsuspecting field botanists on 
their way to other field sites (!). 

In addition to other sites in and around the Mer Bleue Conservation Area, Red 
Spruce might now be expected in suitable habitat along the Carp Ridge of Kanata 
and West Carleton. 

Black Pine (Pinus tiisra 1 

Although planted fairly commonly along southern highways as a shelter and slope 
stabilization species, the introduced (European) Black Pine had not been observed to 
spread from its initial introduction sites in Ontario. Catling (2005) describes a 
number of such sites in southern Ontario where this is occurring, including one in 
eastern Ottawa along Highway 417 at the Vars interchange. A number of saplings 
have spread from mature cone-bearing trees at this site (Figure 1). 
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Figure 1: Black Pine seedling by mature tree along Hwy 417 at Pars (June 2006) 
Panic Grass (Dichanthelium acuminatum ssp. acuminatum ) 

The Flora of North America (FNA) treatment of the difficult Panicum complex of 
grasses separates a large group, principally recognized by the presence of a winter 
rosette of basal leaves, into the genus Dichanthelium (Freckmann and Lelong 2003). 
The D. acuminatum complex includes a number of perplexingly variable subspecies 
which, in Ottawa, include ssp. acuminatum, ssp. fasciculatum, ssp. implication, ssp. 
lindheimeri. and ssp. columbianum. The latter four subspecies were reported in 
Brunton (2005), being found frequently in disturbed, weedy sites (ssp . fasciculatum 
and ssp. implicatum ) or rare in specialized habitats along the Ottawa River (ssp. 
lindheimeri and ssp. columbianum). A review of D. acuminatum material in the Dfb 
herbarium indicates that specimens attributable to ssp. acuminatum are present as 
well. Such material appears to be uncommon across the city and largely confined to 
drier, sandier and possibly more natural habitats. 

Buxbaum’s Sedge ( Carex buxbaumii 1 Regionally Significant 

Found widely in calcareous seeps, fens and limestone shores in northern Canada, this 
species becomes less common in the south, often associated with spring-scoured 
shore alvar habitat. It occurs in such habitat in adjacent Renfrew County (pers. obs.) 
and western Quebec (Jacques Cayouette. pers. comm.), so the June 2005 discovery 
of this sedge in West Carleton on open shore alvar habitat along the Ottawa River 
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(Brunton 16,258 - Dfb, DAO) was not unexpected. 


Distant Sedge (Care.x lucorum) Regionally Significant 

This is primarily an eastern species that is also common on dry, acidic, rock and sand 
sites in the Canadian Shield of southcentral Ontario, becoming localized on acidic 
sand deposits away from the Shield in southern Ontario (Crins and Ball 1983). It 
was long known in Ottawa only from a 1879 Billings Bridge collection by James 
Fletcher. A healthy population was discovered in June 2005 on appropriately open, 
dry, sandy habitat in West Carleton near the Ottawa River shoreline ( Brunton 16,248 
- Dfb). 


Broad-leaved Sedge (Carex nlatvDhvIla) Regionally Significant 
Found in floristically rich, rocky, calcareous woodlands, this early-flowering, 
southern sedge is distributed locally and uncommonly across southern Ontario and 
Quebec (Boivin 1992) and is known uncommonly from the Gatineau Hills (Gillett 
and White 1978). The recent verification of a 1 952 James Calder collection (in 
DAO) from near Woodridge, West Carleton, inspired a search of the Fitzroy 
Provincial Park area in June 2005. Several populations were found there in rich 
deciduous forest (Brunton 16,252 - Dfb, DAO). 

Hybrid rush (Juncus x nodosiformis) 

A mixing of populations of the common rush Juncus nodosus with the Regionally 
Uncommon J. articulatus in a long abandoned, partially flooded limestone quarry 
along Highway 7 in Goulbourn has produced a number of these sterile hybrids. The 
site, discovered in September 2004 (William Draper As-16 - TRT), will likely be 
destroyed by highway expansion in the coming years. 

Stout Smartweed (Persicaria robustior) Provincially Rare 
Although long considered a component of the widespread southern and eastern 
species Persicaria (Polygonum) punctata (a Regionally Significant taxon in Ottawa), 
this robust knotweed of open, acidic wetland habitat has been recognized in FNA to 
be a distinct species (Hinds and Freeman 2005). In addition to the Ottawa record 
(Pugsley & Williamson 6 - DAO) a number of other eastern Ontario populations are 
known (J. Cayouette, pers. comm.). It may be more common in eastern Ontario than 
is presently documented. 

Red-whisker C'lammvweed (Polanisia dodecandra 1 

Although native in western Canada, this recently discovered species is ‘weedy’ and 
undoubtedly was introduced in the Ottawa area where several populations are 
established in open, disturbed roadside and garden habitat in the Central 
Experimental Farm (CEF) and at Shirleys Bay along the Ottawa River (McBride 
2006). Its rapid growth at the CEF locations suggests a potential for it to become an 
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invasive of native habitats in the Ottawa Valley. Accordingly, these populations 
bear watching. 

Stinking Wall-rocket (Divlotaxis muralis) 

A large population of this non-native (Eurasian) weed was found in open, dry, 
transformed ground (roadside, crevices in asphalt, etc.) in Rothwell Heights in 
September 2005 (Brunton 16,566 - Dfb, DAO). It is a widespread but usually 
uncommon weed across Canada (Crompton et al. 1988; Alex 1992). 

Red Choke Cherry (Prunus vireiniana “schubertii”) 

This red-leaved “schubertii” cultivar of the native Choke Cherry shrub has recently 
been found in small, usually sterile populations within woodland habitat in various 
urban natural areas across the city (Brunton 16,441, Brunton 16,477 - Dfb). 

Although uncommon, its recent, widespread appearance and apparent ability to grow 
within natural woodlands suggests a potential to become invasive. 

False Indigo-Bush ( Amorpha fruticosa) 

The occurrence of this western North American species along the Ottawa River by 
the mouth of the Bonnechere River in Renfrew County (where it persists - Bernie 
Muncaster, pers. comm.) may represent a native occurrence. Catling (2006) 
indicates, however, that the recent discovery of a robust population at a roadside 
location in the CEF represents an introduction. 

Greenwood (Genista tinctorial 

This garden escape is not known to be weedy (Compton et al., 1988; Alex 1992), but 
it has become well established over a large areas within and along the edge of 
deciduous forest habitat west of Montfort Hospital by the Aviation Parkway 
(Brunton 16,552 - Dfb). It also has been found in natural woodland habitat 
elsewhere in the Ottawa Valley (in Amprior, Renfrew County, Brunton 10,232 - 
Dfb). 

Petty Spurge (Euphorbia genius 1 

A widespread weed of disturbed ground and roadsides across southern Ontario, in 
2005 this diminutive plant had become well established in garden beds at Britannia 
(Brunton 16,525 - Dfb, DAO); it had not been seen at the site in the preceding 15 
years. Previous Ottawa District records (Gillett and White 1978) date from the mid 
1950s (DAO) or earlier. 

Canada Black Snakeroot (Sanicula canadensis ssn. canadensis ) Regionally 
Significant 

A small population of this southern species was discovered in rich, deciduous 
woodlands over dry, granitic Canadian Shield bedrock in July 2005 by Huntmar 
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Road, Kanata (Brunton 16,412). The previously known northern limit of Canadian 
distribution (Pryer and Phillippe 1989) is almost 50 km to the south, at Hallville in 
northern Dundas County (Brunton 7,452 - Dfb). It can now perhaps be expected in 
other dry woodlands over acidic substrates in Ottawa such as in the Carp Hills, in 
parts of Stony Swamp, or in woodlots along Bear Brook. 



Virginia Bugleweed 1 Lvcodus vireinicus) Provincially Rare 
This large species of bugleweed is common in alluvial swamps in the eastern United 
States but is rare throughout its 
restricted Canadian range in 
southern Ontario and Quebec. 


An unexpected discovery of 
robust populations along the 
Ottawa River near the Petrie 
Islands was made in August 2005 
(Brunton 16,549 - Dfb, DAO). 
The plants were growing in flood 
plain woods with Provincially 
Rare Cattail Sedge (Carex 
typhina ) and other Regionally 
Significant southern taxa. Its 
occurrence here represents a 
considerable extension of range 
from its next closest known 
populations along the St. 
Lawrence River of southern 
Quebec or from its otherwise 
Carolinian Zone distribution in 
Ontario (Oldham 1999). 


Figure 2: Virginia Bugleweed by Ottawa River 
shore (Sept 2005) 


Swamp Thistle (Cirsium muticum) Regionally Significant 

Christine Hanrahan’s suspicion that she had observed this handsome northern 
wetland species in boggy landscape west of Manion Corners was confirmed by the 
collection of a voucher specimen in August 2006 (Brunton 16,778- CAN). It also 
occurs sparingly in acidic wetlands on the Canadian Shield in western Quebec 
(including Gatineau Park) and in boggy swamps and marshes on the sand plains of 
the United Counties of Prescott and Russell east of Ottawa. 
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Summary 

Fourteen taxa noted in the 
City of Ottawa for the 
first time are described 
above, as are three others 
that were previously 
known only from historic 
(pre-1970) records. 

These records are also 
summarized in the table 
below, in the format and 
order employed in 
Brunton (2005) and with 
family headings included. 

Non-native taxa are 
indicated in the table by 
‘#’in the second column. 

Population locations for 
Regionally Significant 
(RS) species (ten or fewer 
post-1969 populations Figure 3: Swamp Thistle flowering head, Manion 
known) are noted in the Corners (August 2006) 

fourth column. The CC 

rating for each native species is listed in the right-hand column. 


P1NACEAE (Pine Family) 

Picea rubens Sarg. 


Red Spruce 

RS (2*): Anderson 
Road*; Carlsbad 
Springs. 

7 

Pinus nigra Arnold 

# 

Black Pine 

Rare 

- 

POACEAE (Grass Family) 

Dichanthelium acuminatum 
(Sw.) Gould & Clarke ssp. 
acuminatum 

(Panicum acuminatum Sw. 

(s. str.)) 


Panic Grass 

Uncommon 

6 
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CYPERACEAE (Sedge Family) 

Carex buxbautnii Muhl. 


Buxbaum’s 

Sedge 

RS (1): Morris 
Island (Lavergne 
Bay). 

10 

Carex lucorum Link 


Distant Sedge 

RS (1): Fitzroy 
Provincial Park. 

8 

Carex platyphylla Dew. 


Broad-leaved 

Sedge 

RS (1): Fitzroy 
Provincial Park 

7 

JUNCACEAE (Rush Family) 

Juncus x nodosiformis Fern. 

(./. articulatus L. x nodosus 

L.) 


Hybrid rush 

Rare 

5 

POLYGONACEAE (Knotweed Family) 

Persicaria robustior (Small) 
Bickn. 

(Polygonum punctatum Ell. var. 
majus (Meisn.) Fassett) 


Stout 

Smartweed 

Provincial 

Conservation 
Concern (S2); RS 
(1): Marl-borough 
Forest (Roger 
Stevens Rd) 

4 

CAPPARIDACEAE (Caper Family) 

Polanisia dodecandra (L.) DC. 
ssp. trachysperma (Torr. & 

Gray) litis 

# 

Red-whisker 

Clammyweed 

Rare (spreading) 

- 

BRASSICACEAE (Mustard Family) 

Diplotaxis muralis (L.) DC. 

# 

Stinking Wall 
Rocket 

Rare 

- 


ROSACEAE (Rose Family) 


Prunus virginiana L. 

“schubertii” 

# 

Red Choke 
Cherry 

Uncommon 

(increasing) 

- 

FABACEAE (Bean Family) 

Amorpha fruticosa L. 

# 

False 

Indigo-Bush 

Rare 

- 

Genista tinctoria L. 

# 

Greenwood 

Rare 

- 
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EUPHORBIACEAE (Spurge Family) 

Euphorbia peplus L. 

# 

Petty Spurge 

Rare 

- 

APIACEAE (Carrot Family) 

Sanicula canadensis L. ssp. 
canadensis 


Canada Black 

Snakeroot 

RS (1): South 

March Highlands. 

7 

LAMIACEAE (Mint Family) 

Lycopus virginicus L. 


Virginia 

Bugleweed 

PCC (S2): RS (2): 
Petrie West; St. 
Louis Woods. 

8 

ASTERACEAE (Aster Family) 

Cirsium muticum Michx. 


Swamp Thistle 

RS (1): Manion 
Corners. 

8 


The total vascular plant diversity of the City of Ottawa is now as follows: 


Vascular plant taxa 

1,587 

% of total flora 

Native taxa * 

1026 

64.7% 

Non-native/ introduced taxa * 

569 

35.9% 


* includes 12 taxa with both native and non-native populations 

That so many taxa have been added to the City of Ottawa list in only two years was 
unexpected, to be sure, but that a majority of these represent native species was 
doubly surprising. Since one of the benefits of producing such a list is to focus 
attention on potential gaps, however, some of this ‘diversity surge’ could perhaps 
have been expected. Nonetheless, the addition of 17 taxa underscores the point that 
even in an area so well investigated as the City of Ottawa, there is always a need for 
ongoing, baseline investigation and documentation. 

Further emphasizing the latter point is that, regardless of‘surges’ in particular 
years, the growth in the total of vascular plants known in the City of Ottawa has 
continued steadily. Since the late 1970s the City’s total floristic diversity has 
increased by 269 taxa. This represents a remarkable 20% increase over the last 
three decades. 

Articles like the Trail & Landscape contributions cited here constitute important 
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additions to our knowledge of the natural environment in and around Ottawa. 
Documenting such discoveries and the interesting/significant places in which 
many of them occur provides a valuable service to natural environment 
conservation in the Ottawa Valley. In a similar vein, it is also important to 
obtain and preserve a proper voucher specimen of suspected significant plant 
discoveries whenever possible—assuming, of course, that the population(s) in 
question will not be harmed by such a selective impact. 
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The 2007 Soiree and the 
Awards for 2006 


Karen McLachlan Hamilton 

The Ottawa Field-Naturalists’ Club held its annual soiree on April 28. The 
evening had much to offer. For the young, the young at heart or anyone thirsting 
for knowledge could visit the natural history projects done by Macoun Field 
Club members. They were always available if you wanted questions answered or 
to discuss their theories further. If you were interested in the Falcon Watch, the 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden or other activities of the Club, you could browse the 
information booths or speak to committee chairs. The shoppers of the crowd 
had an added bonus of the used book sale and the silent and live auctions. And, 
for the creative individuals, there were plenty of photographs and artwork to 
savour and vote on. As always there was plenty of drink to quench one’s thirst 
and snacks to nibble on. 


Robbie 
Steward’s 
project, entitled 
Herps: Frozen 
Alive, looked 
at how some 
cold-blooded 
animals have 
adapted a form 
of freeze 
tolerance. Fie 
also looked at 



Patrick Caron 


Eventually the seating had to be arranged for the awards ceremony to begin. 
Mike Murphy, OFNC president, began by introducing Andrea Floward who was 
presenting the awards to each Macoun member who participated in the soiree. 
This year there 
were six 


presentations 
and eight 
participants. 
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Julien Caron with Irwin Brodo 



Francis Caron with Ann MacKenzie 
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other animals’ abilities to survive extreme conditions. Julien Caron dealt with 
various aspects of the Eastern Ontario Model forest. If anyone wants to get their 
forest certified, I suggest you talk with Julien. Not to be outdone, brothers 
Francis and Patrick Caron examined shells and Ottawa-Gatineau’s geology and 
landscape respectively. Both did a fabulous job on their projects. Gabriel 
Levac’s work on Club Moss brought valuable attention to these often forgotten 
plants. The final project, Banana Trees, was a group effort by Ian, Jordan and 
Nathan Jason-Byerley. Here we learned about banana varieties, diseases and we 
were even subjected to a mini quiz. All participants should be congratulated for 
their efforts. 


It was Gabriel, Macoun president, 
who returned to the podium to give 
the annual Macoun Field Club 
report. His speech included a brief 
history of the Club for the non- 
Macouners (but, I might add, there 
were several former members 
present), then described the more 
memorable activities/experiences 
for the year. We heard about the 
1000 year pine, Frere Marie- 
Victorin and bats. The Macoun 
study area remains very popular, as 
does Packenham. I strongly 
suggest that everyone check out the 
Macoun website at 
www. ofnc.ca/macoun/index.php. It 
is full of descriptions/photos of this 
year’s activities, Macoun memories, 
Club history, and so much more. 

Another Macouner, Robbie Stewart, wanted to share with us one of his recent 
finds. He gave us a review of the book. The Inner Bird , written by Gary Kaiser. 
As the title infers, it is about “the bird inside the feathers,” or about avian 
anatomy and evolution. He also discussed other books by the author—Birds of 
British Columbia (co-author) and Sea Birds of the Russian Far East (co-editor). 
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Then came the OFNC awards 
for 2006. This year’s 
recipients were Annie Belair, 
Christina Lewis, Linda Jeays, 
Frank Pope, Madeline Kallilo 
and Isabel Nicol. 


Annie’s contributions to the 
Macoun Club and Fletecher 
Wildlife Garden were 
recognised by awarding her 
Member of the Year. Her 
energy seems limitless as she 
attends every Macoun meeting 
and field trip, participates in 
the Fletcher Friday morning 
crew where she works in the 
Backyard and Butterfly 

gardens as well as organize the library. She also serves on both committees and 
is now on Council. In her spare time she redesigned the Macoun brochure, 
resurveyed the Eastern Hemlocks in the Stony Swamp (also known as the 
Macoun study area) and 
translated several of the 
Club’s brochures. 


Annie Belair 


The George McGee 
Service award was 
received by Christina 
Lewis. Chris is another 
energetic member who has 
been and remains active on 
the Birds and the Bird 
Records Subcommittee, 
with the Seedathon, and 
regularly leads various 
excursions. She has also 
serviced on Council. 
Members would know her 
from the quarterly bird 
summaries published in 
Trail and Landscape as 
well as articles on birds 


Christina Lewis 
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and insects. Christina’s comment when she accepted the award? She joined 
because of interest, but she stays because she gets outside, learns a lot and has 
fun. 

The Anne Hands 
Natural History 
Award was given 
to Linda Jeays 
for contributions 
to our knowledge 
and 

understanding of 
the Eastern 
Tailed Blue in 
the Ottawa area. 

Over the past 
almost six years 
Linda has 
recorded her 
sightings of this 
species, 
documenting 
individual 
sightings, habitat 
and food 
preferences and 

specific habits such as flight season. Through her thorough note-taking, 
vigilance and learned scientific technique, she was able to prove that this species 
does overwinter in the Ottawa area. Her findings continue—read about her 
latest findings in this issue. Linda’s son Mark accepted the award on her behalf. 
He mentioned that Linda enjoys every hour she is out “butterflying” and spends 
the winters counting the days until the next season begins. 

It should be no surprise that Frank Pope was awarded the Conservation Award 
(Members) for his efforts in conserving Alfred Bog. Frank has been involved in 
this project for over 20 years, which finally attained wetland status and given 
environmental protection. His commitment to the cause remained steady even 
after so many setbacks and road-blocks. Alfred Bog was so lucky to have Frank 
fight for its preservation. Frank thanked everyone who helped him reach this 
goal. Without member support (approximately $150 000 was donated by OFNC 
members) Alfred Bog may not have survived. 



Mike Murphy and Mark Jeays 
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The OFNC wanted to 
acknowledge Madeline 
Kallio for her efforts in 
organising the National 
Capital Region Wildlife 
Festival by awarding her 
the Conservation Award 
(Non-Member). Madeline 
has ran this event, which 
the OFNC and Fletcher 
Wildlife Garden 
participates in, for the last 
nine years. The festival 
aims to increase public 
awareness through 
“Wildlife Awareness” 
events, guided walks, 
library programs and 
public forums. Thanks to 
people like Madeline, the 

Wildlife Festival has made great strides in publicising conservation in the region. 


Madeline Kallilo 


Isabelle was the recipient 
of the Mary Stuart 
Education Award for 
2006. Over the past 15 
years, Isabelle has been a 
regular visitor to several 
local grade schools where 
she talks to the students 
about natural history. Her 
topics include habitats, 
spring ephemerals, 
hibernation and active 
winter wildlife. She has 
recently added teaching 
senior groups and local 
garden clubs to her list of 
accomplishments. Her 
affinity for teaching and 
breadth of knowledge 
made her an obvious 


Isabelle Nichol 
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choice for this award. 



Derek Hosier with winning photograph 


The full citations will be published in an upcoming issue of the Canadian Field 
Naturalist, but if you want to read a more detailed tribute, go to www.ofnc.ca. 


Once the votes were tallied, we learned which photographs and paintings received 
the most. The winning pictures were: 

The Swans - painting by Marilyn Laidlaw 
Yellow Warbler - photograph by Gordon Belyea 
Red Squirrel - photograph by Christine Hanrahan 
Hawk - photograph Derek Hasler 

(Special note: it is with great sadness to inform Club members of Derek’s sudden 
passing in May). 


The evening concluded 
with the auctions and 
acknowledgements of 
the soiree organizers. I 
too would like to thank 
Fenja Brodo, Connie 
Clark, Colin Freebury, 
and Phil Jeffreys for 
making this event a 
success. Thank you also 
to David Hobden, Colin 
Freebury and Rob Lee 
for the photographs. 


For those who were 
unable to attend, please 
enjoy the following 
photographic memory. 
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Greenish Blue 


Linda Jeays 

On August 5, 2006 I was butterflying at the edge of the Marlborough Forestand saw 
two Blues circling a wet tire-track rut along the sandy trail. I netted the first 
individual and it was a male Eastern Tailed Blue (Everes comyntas) as I expected. I 
released the butterfly, pleased that I had found a new location for the species. 

Something in the manner and flight of the other Blue felt unfamiliar, so I netted it 
and took it back to my car for close inspection with a hand lens. The upperside of 
both the forewing and hindwing were brown with a significant amount of blue 
basally. On the underside of the wings, the pattern of the rows of dark spots exactly 
matched the illustration for Greenish Blue (Plebejus saepiolus) in Oplier, which was 
the field guide I had with me. On the hindwing below, round the margin, there was a 
row of faint, but clear, dusty beige spots. One spot was a little larger and more 
prominent than the other small spots. 

The face of the Blue was black and white; the antennal clubs were dark. The 
underbody was white. The overall colour of the wings below was a grey-bronze in 
sunlight, the bronzed impression being very light in tone. The wings seemed to be a 
slightly different shape from Eastern Tailed Blue, but my field notes do not specify 
in what way. I measured the wingspan as 1 1/8" (28 mm). The Blue was slightly 
worn, but in good condition. 1 identified it as a female Greenish Blue and released 
it. 

The immediate habitat had mainly Cow Vetch and Purple Loosestrife as nectaring 
plants, with some Alsike Clover. It was a hot and sunny day, about 24°C, and I 
found the butterfly at 4:30 p.m. 

I reported this encounter in detail to Ross Layberry. He could not think of any 
species that it could be other than a Greenish Blue. Ross suggested that I document 
the sighting in T&L. 

The only other Ottawa area record for this butterfly is for two specimens in the 
Royal Ontario Museum. These were taken at St-Fran?ois-de-Masham (formerly 
Masham Mills), Quebec, by F.P. Ide in 1935. 

OFNC members should be alert for Greenish Blue, which may be flying with Eastern 
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Tailed Blue, in the Ottawa area in late June and August. 
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Shade Grown Coffee - For 
Members Only 

Gillian Marston 

If you have attended a monthly meeting lately, you know that the OFNC is selling 
coffee. The buying of this coffee, which is shade grown and subject to fair trade 
practices, helps conserve wildlife habitat in many countries for North American 
wintering birds. If you are interested but do not attend the monthly meetings on a 
regular basis, we would like to hear from you. We are investigating ways to make 
this buying offer available to all members. If you are interested in buying some 
(limit of 5 - 340ml bags per month), then contact info@ofnc.ca and let us know. We 
will try to find ways to accommodate those interested. 


Volunteer with sewing machine 

wanted 


Suzanne Deschenes 

The Education and Publicity Committee is looking for a volunteer to put together 
three oversized bags to carry small kiosks to various events. Fabric, webbing and 
thread will be supplied. If you think you could help, please let Suzanne Deschenes 
know at smdeschenes@rogers.com or by calling (613) 825-7248 (evenings). 
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Eastern Tailed Blue 
Population Explosion 2006 

Linda Jeays 

For those of us interested in butterflies, a major story in 2006 was the massive 
population explosion of Eastern Tailed Blue (Everes comyntas), in the Ottawa area. 
Reports came in from Fitzroy Harbour east to Casselman, and Luskville south to 
Kemptville. In all, the butterfly was recorded at 55 different locations and to a total 
of over 330 individuals. Many observers indicated that the number of Blues they 
documented was a minimum figure. 

Eastern Tailed Blue was easy to find in appropriate habitats both in open farmland 
and at well-known habitat-rich environments including the following: 


Shirleys Bay 
Britannia 
Bruce Pit 
Stony Swamp 
Richmond Lagoons 
Ferguson Forest 


Marlborough Forest 
Fletcher Wildlife Garden 
Champlain Lookout 
Macoun Marsh 
Petrie Island 
Larose F orest 


While I have stated the number of separate locations as 55, it was often impossible in 
the field to define the boundaries of an area—something which was already difficult 
to do at three sites in 2003 (Jeays 2004). For example, on August 21, 2006 I netted 
Blues on Fallowfield Road (0.4 km from Eagleson), on Eagleson, Akins, Rushmore, 
Brownlee and Conley within about 45 minutes. I simply stopped roadside at Cow 
Vetch or White Clover patches, or checked the edges of Soybean fields. Each time 
ETB was found within a couple of minutes: they were throughout the rich farmland. 

Study locations 

During 260 hours of field work in 2006, I documented 30 locations for Eastern 
Tailed Blue, and recorded 160 individuals. All my observations were made in the 
rectangular area roughly bordered by Highway 417, Dwyer Hill Road, Roger 
Stevens Drive and Highway 416. I found ETB in all the places previously known to 
me from 2001 to 2005. 
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At the Eagleson Road site which I have monitored since 2001, ETB was present for 
the sixth consecutive year. Also, of special interest was the fifth consecutive-year 
appearance at Richmond Lagoons. Sightings at Twin Elm confirmed ETB’s 
presence at that location for five out of six years. Eastern Tailed Blue has 
overwintered for at least five years and there is widespread breeding potential for 
2007. 

Season 

While gathering data from other observers at the end of the 2006 season, I learned 
that Diane Lepage had seen Eastern Tailed Blue on May 7 at the Fletcher Wildlife 
Garden. This is the earliest record for our area by a month. Diane found ETB again 
at FWG on June 25, and she and Christine Hanrahan had sightings there until 
September 15. The only other early record was by Tom Hanrahan on June 2 at the 
Champlain Lookout. 

Regular observations of the Blue began with Chris Lewis and Bob Bracken’s very 
fresh ETB female on July 2 at Fitzroy Harbour near the Quyon ferry, a repeat 
location. Records from then on were steady and indicated a persistent population 
throughout the Ottawa area until at least October 8. 

Considering the length of the Blues’ season there is time for four generations. In 
fact, generations may overlap since fresh and worn individuals are often flying 
together. Reports for May, June and July 2006 comprised only one or two 
individuals at a time. But beginning in the first week of August the population began 
to grow. Tom Hanrahan saw 19+ near Kemptville on August 5, a record number for 
this date. Peak season still appears to be the last two weeks of August. On August 
15,1 found 12+ scattered throughout a rough weedy field, 7+ at the entrance to a 
clover field, and 20+ spaced out along a grassy track. I simply gave up counting 
Blues, as did Diane Lepage on August 19, when she found 21+ roadside in Larose 
Forest. Sightings of 1-5 individuals were steady throughout September and into 
October. 

Habitat 

The Blue uses a wide variety of habitats including open weedy fields, parks and 
roadside ditches. Exploring the comers of Soybean, Alfalfa and Red Clover fields is 
often productive. Host plants for the Blue are pea family plants ( Leguminosae ). In 
the Ottawa, area egg-laying has been observed on clover and Alfalfa. 

Hot, sunny afternoons in mid-August are optimal for a search. New observers 
should remember to look down, among low vegetation, as I was doing on September 
12, when ETB visited into my suburban backyard in Bells Corners. 
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Another way to find the Blue is to look for significant patches of nectar sources. 
From personal observation, the plants used include: 

Alsike Clover ( Trifolium hybridium) 

White Clover ( Trifolium repens) 

Birdfoot Trefoil ( Lotus corniculatus) 

Cow Vetch (Vicia cracca) 

Alfalfa (Medicago sativa) 

Purple Loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria) Low-flowering 
Mustard spp. Low-growing 

Aster spp. Small-flowered, low-growing, e.g. Purple-stemmed Aster 
(Aster puniceus ) 

Although ETB is often present in Red Clover fields, 1 have not observed it nectaring 
at Red Clover, but rather at the above plants scattered throughout the fields. The 
Blue’s first-choice nectar source is Alsike Clover. 

At two locations, during September and October 2006, when nectar sources such as 
Cow Vetch had seeded at the mid-summer sites, the Blue retreated to adjacent fields 
which had fresh, low-growing, small-flowered, white or pale purple asters. 

Overwintering 

Reasoning from available records, it seems likely that Eastern Tailed Blue was 
established—but not widely—by, or in 1999, and has been resident ever since. 

There are only four records for 1981-1996, and consecutive-year sightings begin 
after 1998 (Table 1). 

Overwintering of Eastern Tailed Blue in the Ottawa area was established on the basis 
of precise repeat locations, and these were documented in T&L (Jeays 2003, 2004). 
As this issue of T&L goes to press in June 2007, another great year for the Blue is 
anticipated. Christine Hanrahan found ETB on Morningside Lane on May 18, 2007. 
By June 13, 1 had found Eastern Tailed Blue at five locations, including the three 
study sites. There are excellent reasons to believe that this butterfly, previously 
extremely rare in the Ottawa area, in now here to stay. 

Observers 

Many thanks to the following observers for their valuable reports: Ken Allison, 

Steve Ansell, Bob Bracken, Paul Catling, Colin Freebury, Judy Hall, Peter Hall, 
Christine Hanrahan, Tom Hanrahan, Ross Layberry, Diane Lepage, Michael 
Leveille, Chris Lewis, Chris Michener, and Simon Rainville. 
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Table 1: Repeat locations for Eastern Tailed Blue from 1998-2006, 


Location 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

Mer B leue 

X 





X 


X 


Howie Road 


X 




X 




Eagleson/ 

Robertson 


X 




X 




Shirleys Bay 


X 






X 

X 

Dunrobin 


X 







X 

Luskville 


X 







X 

Fletcher 

Wildlife Garden 



X 






X 

Twin Elm 1 
a) b) 




X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Eagleson 2 




X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Richmond 3 





X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Twin Elm d) 






X 


X 

X 

Bells Corners 






X 



X 

Moodie/ 

Brophy 






X 



X 

Fallowfield/ 

Steep lehill 






X 



X 

Fitzroy 

Harbour a) 






X 



X 
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Location 

1998 

1999 

2000 

2001 

2002 

2003 

2004 

2005 

2006 

Ferguson 

Forest 






X 



X 

Fitzroy 

Harbour b) 






_ 


X 

LL_ 

X 


Bruce Pit 

— 







X 

x 

Macoun Marsh 








X 

X 

Total number 

of locations 
reported 

1 

6 

2 

4 

3 

19 

4 

12 

55 


1 Jeays’study location 2001-2006. 

2 Jeays’study location 2001-2006. 

3 Jeays’ study location 2003-2006. Tom Hanrahan 2002. 

Note: All except four of the place names listed refer to specific sites. 


Tailed Blues 


Linda Jeays 


Mating on the knife-edge 
of a thin blade of grass 
two tiny butterflies 
perform spectacular gymnastics 
in a Lilliputian world. 
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NCC Land Holdings outside 
Gatineau Park and the Greenbelt 


Erwin Dreessen 

This article reviews the background and history of the National Capital 
Commission’s (NCC) land acquisitions and disposals. It then provides an analysis of 
newly available information on lands outside the so-called National Interest Land 
Mass (NILM) and questions the professed vocations for many of these lands with 
respect to the utility of the NILM concept. Recommendations for the non-NILM 
land holdings and modifications in Treasury Board rules are made. 

Genesis of NCC Land Holdings and Disposals 

Ever since Ottawa was designated as the nation’s capital, the federal government and 
its agents have been active in the acquisition of land in the area. Specifically, the 
Ottawa Improvement Commission (since 1899), the Federal District Commission 
(since 1927) and the National Capital Commission (since 1958) have acquired land 
to create parks and parkways close to downtown, along the Rideau Canal and at the 
south end of Gatineau Park. The Greber Plan (1950) resulted in land acquisition for 
the Greenbelt, a major expansion of Gatineau Park and various other sites, including 
urban corridors. 

Along with federal retrenchment starting in the mid-1980s, the Treasury Board 
ordered a review of land holdings and, in 1988, approved the concept of National 
Interest Land Mass (NILM). Not all NILM lands were on the books of the NCC, 
some were in private hands. Lands not designated NILM were, in principle, to be 
disposed of. Exceptions included future sites for embassies and future municipal 
transportation corridors. All disposals were and still are required to be at fair market 
value. In 1990, the Treasury Board agreed that proceeds of land sales would not go 
into general revenue but could be retained by the Commission for the purpose of 
acquiring NILM lands not in federal hands; in 1 992, this directive was loosened to 
also permit the proceeds to support life-cycle management of capital assets such as 
bridges and official residences. 

Since 1995, the NCC can dispose of real property up to $200,000 with little ado. A 
property worth more than $200,000 can likewise be disposed of provided it is listed 
in the annual Five-Year Corporate Plan submitted to the Treasury Board (Appendix 
1 ). 
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NILM and Non-NILM Lands 

The NILM concept was described in the 1988 Plan for Canada s Capital (also 
known as the Federal Land Use Plan or FLUP). It named as National Interest 
Lands: "the national institutions and symbols, rivers and canal banks. Confederation 
Boulevard, the parkway corridors, Gatineau Park and the Greenbelt,” saying these 
will be retained “in perpetuity.” (The only other lands in which it said the NCC has 
a legitimate continuing interest were sites for future diplomatic missions and 
institutional buildings, and potential transportation corridor lands.) 

The FLUP distinguished Conservation Areas, Capital Parks, Shorelines, Parkways & 
Recreational Pathways, and Agricultural and Forestry lands, but provided no lists. 
There is a map showing these designations, however. 1 In the Plan's conclusion, 
policy direction (j) reads: “selective land acquisition, exchange and disposal program 
to consolidate the National Interest Lands and support the priorities expressed in this 
Plan.” There was no list of land holdings to be disposed of. 

The 1999 Plan for Canada's Capital described the NILM as “national shrines; the 
rivers and canal banks; the ceremonial route encompassing Confederation Boulevard 
and Brewery Creek lands; Gatineau Park; and the Greenbelt.” It noted that not all 
NILM lands were in federal ownership (“e.g., the La Baie site in Gatineau”) and that 
the NILM “will be revised as part of the implementation of this Plan.” 

The Plan referred to “Capital Urban Green Spaces,” meaning Capital Parks and 
green corridors. “Key Capital Parks” were said to “include:” Confederation, Jacques 
Cartier, Rockcliffe, Major’s Hill, Rideau Falls, Commissioner’s, Hog’s 
Back/Vincent Massey, Leamy Lake, Brebeuf, and LeBreton Common. The Plan also 
noted that certain lands considered Capital Parks in the 1988 Plan “are no longer 
considered to fulfill this role as a result of the 1995-99 review” and that these 
“include:” the Prince of Wales site, except for the shore lands [this refers to Moffatt 
Farm], Shirleys Bay and Gatineau Park, south of Gamelin Boulevard, which are now 
both designated as Natural Heritage Areas (like the rest of Gatineau Park and 
portions of the Greenbelt). 

Recent Disposals and Acquisitions 

The Treasury Board rationale of NILM designations and a list of lands so designated 
are not in the public domain (confirmed in an e-mail communication from NCC staff, 
September 29, 2006). Nor are records of land acquisitions and disposals readily 
accessible. In September 2002, the Ottawa Citizen published an article on the 
NCC’s land transactions during the years 1993-2002 based on Access to Information 


1 Map 4 - Natural Environment 
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research by Ken Rubin. The list of disposals as documented in The Citizen included 


- 1993-94: sale of Greenbelt land for construction of Hunt Club 
Road ($2.4 M) and of the Aviation Parkway to Canadian 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation ($1 M); 

- 1994-95: sale of the Britannia storm sewer wetlands ($1 M) and 
63 Echo Drive (for condos, $1 M); 

- 1995-96: sale of the US Embassy site ($12.4 M), land on the 
Chemin de la Montagne (for a shopping mall, $3.6 M), a $1 M sale 
to J.D. Turnbull Development Inc. for an unidentified site in 
Ottawa, and another $2.6 M in other land sales. The NCC also 
acquired land from Public Works on Maloney Boulevard for$6M, 
turning it over to Gatineau for the Des Draveurs Parkway; 

- 1998-99: sale of the Concord-Echo lands (to Claridge Homes, for 
$3 M), and another $2.9 M in other land sales; 

- 1999-00: $3 M in land sales, half of it again to Claridge Homes; 

- 2000-01: sale of land on Sussex Drive (to the Agha Khan 
Foundation, for $5.2 M), an Albion Road property (to a numbered 
company, for $2.2 M, Greenbelt land at Fallowfield and Woodroffe 
(to the regional government, for a bus terminal, for $1.3 M), land 
at Innes and Blair (to another numbered company, for $6.7 M), and 

another $3.4 M in other land sales; and 

- 2001-02 (to February): the Nicholas-Waller triangle (to a Montreal 
developer, for $1 M); the Heron-Walkley lands (to Claridge 
Homes, for $1.5 M). 

The Commission Chair explained to the Senate Finance Committee in June 2002 
that, of the 1,273 ha sold since 1989, 60% had been conveyed to municipal or 
provincial governments, 24% remained greenspace and 14% (173 ha) had gone to 
private developers; of the remaining 2%, 18 ha went to churches or schools, 10 ha to 
other federal agencies and 1 ha to an embassy. A September 2006 NCC staff paper, 
“About National Capital Commission Lands,” stated that disposals over the period 
1989-2006 amounted to 1,450 ha 2 . Forty nine percent of this acreage was described 
as being transfers to municipal and provincial governments and agencies for public 
infrastructure, while 23% was destined for private or public recreational or open 
space use, and 28% (405 ha) was destined for development, including 287 ha to the 
private sector. 


2 

A draft version of the paper, provided to the Coalition 
in June 2006, noted that these figures do not include transactions 
involving small parcels in the period 2002-2006. 
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Between 1992 and 2006, annual net proceeds from land sales have ranged between 
S3.3 million and $32.7 million, for an average of $11.1 million per year (e-mail from 
NCC staff, September 28, 2006.) 

Recent acquisitions have included: 

- 1994: 617 ha ofMeech Creek Valley for lands in Hull, Aylmer 

and Chelsea, from the Outaouais regional government; 

- 1995: Rockcliffe Park, from the City of Ottawa; 

- 2000: 360 ha of Mer Bleue bog; 

- 2000: 780 ha of the Agricultural Research Farm on Woodroffe 

Avenue 3 ; and 

- 2003: the Scott Paper site. 

The NCC paper notes that total acquisitions over the 1989-2006 period have 
amounted to 2,477 ha, leaving about 700 ha of acquisitions to be identified. 

Current Non-NILM Holdings 

Of the Commission’s 47,300 ha in land holdings, 3.2% or 1,500 ha is classified as 
Non-NILM (e-mail from NCC staff, September 29, 2006). Three lists comprising 
urban, non-urban and Non-NILM lands as well as three associated maps based on 
GIS data, and the September 2006 NCC paper are now available on the NCC web 
site. 4 The lists provide a brief description of the property, its acreage (in m 2 ), what 
the maps call its “potential vocation” and, sometimes, a clarifying comment. The 
136 lines add up to 1,435 ha (with the remaining 65 ha thought to mainly consist of 
so-called water lots, primarily along the Ottawa River). The maps also show the 
NILM lands that are on the NCC’s books. An analysis of this information and a 
summary table are provided in Appendix 2. 

In brief, the analysis shows that: 

- 276 ha, almost all in Quebec, have a Transportation vocation. 

They are generally along major highways and in many cases 

3 This acquisition (located in the Greenbelt) did not add 

to Ottawa’s greenspace as it simply transferred title from the books of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada to those of the Commission. 

4 See http://www.capcan.ca/bins/ncc_web_content_page.asp? 
cid=l 63 00-20443-48345<&lang=l&bhfv=9<& bhfx=9.0%20%20r28&bhmp 
= 1 &bhsh=768&bhsw=1024&bhsp=388893&bhqs = 1. For a direct link to 
the NCC web site go to http://greenspace-alliance.ca/node/143. 
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under contract with the Province or the City of Gatineau; 


- 252 ha are labelled “ Development (Municipally Designated! .” 

One-half is in non-urban Quebec, including 106 ha in La Peche 
and 22 ha at the edge of Gatineau Park. Most of the rest is in 
urban or non-urban Ontario and is presumably also destined for 
development; 

- the largest category (575 ha) is one with a vocation “ To Be 
Determined .” Almost half of that acreage is in non-urban Quebec, 
including 85 ha at the edges of Gatineau Park. In urban Quebec, 
properties include the Champlain Corridor and part of Moore 
Farm. In urban Ontario, the 166 ha labelled “To Be Determined” 
include portions of the Southern Corridor and 18 ha at the edge of 
the Greenbelt; 

- “ Open Space ” (and/or “ Urban Natural Feature ”) are vocations 
almost exclusively found in Ontario. In the urban area, apart from 
58 ha in the Southern Corridor (including McCarthy Woods) and 
the 11-hectare Hampton Park, these properties are mostly very 
small parcels. Lands in non-urban Ontario with this vocation are 
the Innes Road by-pass and parcels near Carlsbad Springs, all at 
the edge of the Greenbelt and totalling 77 ha. 

- three sites in Ontario, all leased to the city, are labelled 
“ Recreation ” as is the 58-hectare Champlain Golf Club in Quebec; 

- seven small properties in Ontario are marked as “ NILM 
Designation to be confirmed .” 

In total, 107 ha are located at the edge of Gatineau Park, 95 ha border the Greenbelt 
and one 2-hectare parcel is along the Rideau River. 

Critique 

Designating Land 

The NCC’s planning documents do not provide accountability for the NCC’s actions 
with regard to land holdings. The NILM concept and designations were arrived at in 
1988 without input from the public - only municipal staff was consulted (e-mail 
from then NCC Senior Planner Richard Scott, June 21,2004). Lands changed 
NILM status between 1988 and 1999, again without public input. More lands than 
those named in the 1999 Plan lost their NILM status. For example, the so-called 
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Eastern Corridor (from Pleasant Park Woods to Walkley Road) was shown on the 
1988 map as a Recreational Pathway but was (with preservation of at best a 20- or 
30-metre pathway) conveyed to the city, the region and private developers in 1995. 

In the recently provided lists, the lands described as having their NILM status “To be 
Confirmed ” are in this holding category because there is an issue whether they 
should be declassified (possibly then allowing development). 5 6 7 

The “potential vocations” ascribed to the Non-NILM listings have an uncertain 
relationship to the legally valid designations found in municipal official plans and 
zoning by-laws. We know of no NCC planning documents that provide a definition 
of these vocations or a rationale for their application to these lands. 

A number of designations make intuitive sense but, in general, the public cannot 
escape the impression that whether a particular piece of land is part of the NILM or 
not, or what the status is of non-NILM land holdings, has essentially been 
determined by the Chair’s office. Attesting to the large measure of uncertainty is 
that, in the recent lists, the largest “potential vocation” category, comprising 575 ha, 
is “To Be Determined.” 

The NILM lands display a certain degree of coherence (Gatineau Park, the 
Greenbelt, along the Ottawa, Gatineau and Rideau Rivers and Canal), but there are 
also curious gaps, e.g., along the Rideau River. 6 Transactions or decisions about 
otherwise similar lands appear to be inconsistent. E.g., the Pinecrest Corridor 
(connecting Britannia Bay to the Central Experimental Farm and the Rideau Canal) 
is in the NILM but the Eastern Corridor was abandoned. The vocation of the 
Southern Corridor (except for McCarthy Woods) remains "To Be Determined" and 
is still before the Ontario Municipal Board in an NCC appeal of the 2003 Official 
Plan designation of part of this land as Major Open Space. 7 The corridor of the 

5 E-mail from NCC staff, September 29, 2006. The response 
notes that any change in designation would be examined through a 
planning study that would include public consultations. 

6 One should note that NILM status does not guarantee pro¬ 
tection. Only strong popular opposition and a decision by the Quebec 
Minister of Finance prevented conversion of part of Leamy Lake Park 
to a golf course for the Hotel du Casino in June 2002. 

7 This is consistent with earlier behaviour, e.g. the NCC’s 
appeals of the former City of Ottawa’s 1991 Official Plan and 1998 
comprehensive new zoning by-law. For a detailed analysis, please see 
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Aviation Parkway remains part of the NILM, but the lands around the Airport 
Parkway were conveyed to the Region in the late 1990s. 

The Non-NILM lands include a number of major blocks (including the Southern 
Corridor, lands at Hurdman, Hampton Park, the Champlain Golf Course and 
Champlain Corridor, and Moore Farm), and over 200 ha bordering either the 
Greenbelt or Gatineau Park, but show otherwise little coherence. 

Only more detailed information could reveal the ecological and social significance of 
these holdings, large or small. What is clear, however, is that, whether NILM or not, 
these lands are part and parcel of the landscape of the national capital area. Various 
authorities, the public and other processes bring specific interests to bear on any 
given parcel, but all are about the one land. Labelling certain lands as of “national” 
and others as of “local” importance runs counter to the holistic approach that would 
permit seeing the land on its own terms, in its real context. 

In the mid-1990s, work was begun on an Urban Lands Master Plan but the project 
was abandoned without explanation. More recently, it was again announced that 
such a master plan would be developed, but once again the work seems to have 
stalled. The NCC paper refers to this planning process without providing any 
specifics except to promise that there will be a public consultation component. 

Land Disposal 

The Summaries of the annual Five-Year Corporate Plans include no lists of 
properties over $200,000 that are intended for disposal. 

Two Treasury Board rules run counter to land use planning in the public interest. 

One, having part of the NCC’s budget depend on proceeds from land sales (at the 
average rate of $6 million per year according to the current Corporate Plan) provides 
a perverse incentive to sell off land to meet revenue requirements. Two, the 
requirement that land must be disposed of at fair market value overlooks the fact that 
these lands were acquired with a public interest in mind and that, while a 
determination fairly could be made that the NCC should not hold on to certain land, 
that does not necessarily extinguish the public interest. 

“Vocations” such as Open Space/Urban Natural Feature, Recreation and 
Transportation leave the definite impression that these lands are not up for disposal. 


Amy Kempster, “National Capital Commission: Protector of Greenspace 
or Protector of Developer Rights?” 7 April 2003, available at 
http://greenspace.bluephyre.com/node/229. 
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One may wonder what being labelled “Non-NILM” really means. 

Various transactions and contractual arrangements over the past 18 years 
demonstrate that the NCC confers with other governments in seeking a destination 
for lands on its books that it considers outside the NILM. It is also evident, 
however, that if another government is not interested or unable to pay, then with rare 
exceptions the Commission turns to private developers, in pursuit of maximum 
value. 8 Options that would preserve the value a local or wider community may 
attach to the land do not appear to be considered. National or local land trust 
organizations have, to our knowledge, never been approached, let alone that new 
community trusts that could take on stewardship of the land would be encouraged. 

Recommendations 

1- Consideration needs to be given to the role of all Non-NILM lands in the 
life of the community. All Non-NILM land holdings should be subjected to 
a detailed review, involving a public consultation process and full 
disclosure of information. This review should then lead to the development 
of an Urban Lands Master Plan. 

2- Treasury Board rules for disposal of real property should be modified to 
allow for environmental, community and heritage values in addition to fair 
market value. 

3- All land use planning, including all disposal considerations, should include 
a meaningful consultation process that involves the general public. 

4- If it is concluded that a holding is to be disposed of, then all options for 
conveyance should be considered, including transfer to a community land 
trust. 


g 

Staff was unable to state whether Non-NILM lands that are 
labelled Municipally Designated for Development acquired that status 
before or after the NCC obtained the property. In certain instances (e.g., 
the Southern Corridor in the late 1990s), the Commission went to bat in 
an attempt to up-zone land so it would fetch a higher value. In recent 
years, it has let the prospective buyer/developer face the community and 
City Hall (e.g., Moffatt Farm in 2004). It is not known whether in such 
instances the ultimate selling price was made a function of the degree of 
the developer’s success. On the other hand, as the text above noted, the 
Commission has fiercely resisted any diminishment of its development 
rights and continues to do so in cases pending before the Ontario 
Municipal Board. 
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5- 


The NCC should receive sufficient annual funding so that it is not 
compelled to sell off lands to fund its program requirements and proceeds 
from its land sales should be credited to the government’s general revenue 
fund. 
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Appendix 1 


Legal Framework for the Disposal of Surplus Land 

(Information provided by NCC staff, June 2006) 


The NCC’s authority to dispose of surplus land is derived from the National Capital 
Act (NCA) and the Financial Administration Act (FAA) & Regulations. 

Subsection 15(2) of the NCA allows the NCC to dispose of real property for up to 
$10,000 and requires Governor-in-Council approval for disposals above $10,000, in 
accordance with subsection 99(2) of the FAA. 

Under subsection 99(2), an agent Crown corporation may dispose of property and 
use the proceeds but only in accordance with regulations or the authority of the 
Governor in Council. 

The Crown Corporation General Regulations were issued in 1995. Sections 5 and 6 
of these regulations apply to the disposal of property pursuant to 99(2) of the FAA. 
They allow corporations like the NCC to sell real property at fair market value as 
follows: 

a. properties with a fair market value of $200,000 or less; and 

b. properties valued over $200,000 where the transaction is consistent with the 
most recently approved corporate plan. 

The NCC includes a list of potential property disposals valued over $200,000 in its 
annual corporate plan that is submitted for Governor-in-Council approval. 

Section 6 of the regulations allows the NCC to use the proceeds from sale in a 
manner that is consistent with its approved corporate plan. 

References provided: 

National Capital Act, section 15; 

Financial Administration Act, section 99(2); 

Crown Corporation General Regulations, 1995, paras. 4 to 6. 
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Appendix 2 

NCC Non-NILM Land Holdings: An Analysis 

NCC staff has created a listing of Non-NILM land holdings as of October 2006, 
comprising a total of 136 line items over three lists. They are posted on the NCC 
web site and are not reproduced here. The line numbering is not continuous across 
the lists. The Urban Lands list refers to Ontario in lines 1-61, 101-106 and A-F; and 
to Quebec in lines 62-100. The second list is for Non-Urban Ontario and has lines 
1-6 and A. The third list covers Non-Urban Quebec in 20 lines. As well, three 
corresponding maps are provided, which also show the NILM lands that are on the 
NCC’s books. The table at the end of this appendix summarizes these data. 9 

What the lists provide under “Description” is on the maps called “Potential 
Vocation.” There is no explanation of the definition of the various “vocations” nor 
of the source or authority for these categorizations. 

The largest category (575 ha) is “To Be Determined.” Almost half of that acreage 
is in non-urban Quebec (281 ha). Of these, 85 ha are at the edges of Gatineau Park 
(lines 12-18) and another 131 ha are near Pink, Terry Fox and Cook Roads (line 
19 10 ). 

In urban Ontario, the 166 ha labelled “To Be Determined” comprise 1 8 line items. 
Three of the properties are in the Southern Corridor and are in whole or in part the 
subject of an NCC appeal of the 2003 Ottawa Official Plan to the Ontario Municipal 
Board (lines 1,6 and 8, totalling 130 ha). Two properties, both at Bank Street and 
Lester Road, totalling 18 ha, are at the edge of the Greenbelt (lines 13 and 14). Six 
ha are part of LeBreton Flats (line 58). Two small properties in non-urban Ontario 


9 

The author was provided with an earlier version of the lists in 
July. In the new version, 9 line items for small properties, totalling less 
than 4 ha, are added; 3 properties, comprising a total of 10 ha, are shown 
as having been sold in September 2006; and the size of many holdings 
has vastly increased. Between the July and October versions, total land 
holdings identified increased, net, from 966 ha to 1,435 ha. 

10 In the list for Non-Urban Quebec, line 19 is labelled 
“Transportation” but the Map colours it as “To Be Determined.” NCC 
staff has confirmed that the description “Transportation” is in error (e-mail 
from Sandra Pecek, October 4, 2006). Another error regards line item 84 

in Urban Quebec: It is Open Space but is erroneously coloured as Recreation 
on the map (idem). 
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(lines 1 and 2) are at the edge of the Greenbelt. 

In urban Quebec, major components of the 127 ha “To Be Determined” are the 
Champlain Corridor (99 ha), part of Moore Farm (20 ha), and Chars de combat Park 
(5 ha) (lines 66, 68 and 77 respectively). 

The vast portion of what is labelled “Transportation” is found in urban and non- 
urban Quebec, almost all under contract with the province and generally along the 
major highways; the Philemon-Wright Corridor is leased to the City. There is a total 
of 276 ha in the Transportation category (plus some at Hurdman - see below). 

The next largest category is labelled “Development (Municipally Designated)” and 
comprises 252 ha. This is based on an official plan or zoning designation of the 
respective municipalities that offers development rights “and with which the NCC 
agrees” (e-mail from Sandra Pecek, September 29, 2006). It is not clear what these 
rights are and whether they were obtained before or after the properties were 
acquired by the NCC. 

Over one-half of this acreage is again in non-urban Quebec (140 ha). Of these, 106 
ha are at La Peche (line 11). Another 22 ha are at the edge of Gatineau Park (line 9). 

Almost all other acreage in this category is in urban or non-urban Ontario, 73 and 37 
ha respectively. Four large properties, on Walkley at Hawthorne Road, a future 
Hunt Club Road extension at Russell Road, and at LeBreton Flats, comprise the vast 
portion of urban land in this group (61 ha, lines 15-17 and 56). Of non-urban land, 

33 ha are at Limebank Road, south of Leitrim (line 4); the remaining parcel is at 
nearby Honey Gables (line 3). 

“Open Space” (and/or “Urban Natural Feature”) are designations almost 
exclusively found in Ontario, over a total of 176 hectares. Note that these terms are 
defined in the 2003 Ottawa Official Plan (if one accepts that “Open Space” stands 
for the OP’s “Major Open Space.”). In the urban area, these are mostly very small 
parcels; the exceptions are: portions of the Southern Corridor (lines 5 and 7, totalling 
58 ha), 7 ha at Moffatt Farm that are under contract with the City (lines 20 and 21), 
and Hampton Park (1 1 ha, line 60). The 77 ha in non-urban Ontario (lines 5 and 6) 
are at the edge of the Greenbelt. 

In urban Ontario, “Recreation” refers to three sites, all leased to the City: Mooney’s 
Bay, a ball diamond along Mann Avenue, and a tiny parcel next to the RCMP 
headquarters (lines 18, 40 and 43). Note that “Recreation” is not an Official Plan 
designation; in the 2003 OP, Mooney’s Bay is Major Open Space. In urban Quebec, 
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almost all of the acreage refers to the Champlain Golf Club (58 ha, line 65); there is 
no annotation next to this item that the site is leased or under contract. 

Line 32 of the Urban list 1 refers to 42 ha at Hurdman and ascribes four 
designations to various portions. Lines 33 and 35 to 36 refer to land close by, a 
further 16 ha with a mixture of designations. (Line item 34, also near Hurdman, was 
sold in September 2006.) 

Finally, seven lines describe lands in Ontario for which the NILM Designation is to 
be confirmed. Six of these are in the urban area, of which five are subject to a 
planning study; one of the latter, at Maplelawn (line A in the urban list) is a subject 
of the NCC’s appeal of the Ottawa OP. The one rural property in this group (line A 
in the Non-Urban list) is at the edge of the Greenbelt and is also subject to a 
planning study. These lands, currently part of the NILM, are in this holding category 
because there is an issue whether they should be declassified, presumably then 
allowing development (e-mail from Sandra Pecek, September 29, 2006). 

Altogether, the lands on these three lists comprise 1,435 hectares. Staff estimates 
that Non-NILM land amounts to about 1,500 ha. The remaining 65 ha are thought to 
comprise primarily so-called water lots, mainly along the Ottawa River, which are 
not included in the GIS-based data reflected in the lists(e-mail from Sandra Pecek, 
September 29, 2006). 

Conclusions 

1. These non-NILM land holdings comprise but a small portion (3.2%) of the 
NCC’s total land holdings of about 47,300 ha in the National Capital 
Region. Still, over 1,400 hectares is much land. 

2. There are some major blocks (including the Southern Corridor, Mooney’s 
Bay, lands at Hurdman, Hampton Park, the Champlain Golf Course and 
Champlain Corridor, and Moore Farm) and many, many small holdings. 

3. Outside these major blocks and apart from the lands at the edges of 
Gatineau Park and the Greenbelt there is little coherence evident in the set 
of holdings. One wonders under what rationale this amalgam came into the 
NCC’s hands. 

4. Much uncertainty remains about the meaning of the various “potential 
vocations” and their implications. How they relate to municipal plan 
designations is not evident. 

5. While this summary analysis has highlighted the major parcels, many of the 
smaller holdings may be of high value to the surrounding communities, or 
may have special ecological value. More detailed assessments are required. 
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TABLE : NCC LIST OF NON-NILM LAND HOLDINGS 
(As of October 2, 2006) 


“POTENTIAL VOCATION” 

Hectares 

Acres 

# of Items 

Transportation 

Urban Ontario 

17.2 

43 

10 

Non-Urban Ontario 

0.0 

0 

0 

Urban Quebec 

128.7 

318 

20 

Non-Urban Quebec 

129.8 

321 

1 

Total 

275.7 

682 

31 

Development (Municipally Designated) 

Urban Ontario 

73.4 

181 

12 

Non-Urban Ontario 

36.7 

91 

2 

Urban Quebec 

2.8 

7 

4 

Non-Urban Quebec 

139.6 

345 

4 

Total 

252.5 

624 

22 

To Be Determined 

Urban Ontario 

166.4 

411 

18 

Non-Urban Ontario 

0.6 

1 

2 

Urban Quebec 

127.5 

315 

8 

Non-Urban Quebec 

281.0 

694 

15 

Total 

575.5 

1421 

43 

Hurdman (various designations) 

57.6 

142 

4 

Open Space 

(some Urban Natural Feature) 

Urban Ontario 

99.7 

246 

17 

Non-Urban Ontario 

76.6 

189 

2 

Urban Quebec 

3.3 

8 

5 

Non-Urban Quebec 

0.0 

0 

0 

Total 

179.6 

443 

24 

Recreation 

Urban Ontario 

23.9 

59 

3 

Urban Quebec 

60.8 

150 

2 

Total 

84.7 

209 

5 

NILM Designation to be Confirmed 

Urban Ontario 

9.0 

22 

6 

Non-Urban Ontario 

0.1 

0 

1 

Total 

9.1 

22 

7 

TOTAL Non-NILM LANDS 

1434.7 

3543 

136 

Estimated Total Non-NILM 

1500.0 

3706 


Unaccounted for (waterlots?) 

65.3 

163 
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Coming Events 

arranged by the Excursions & Lectures Committee. 

For further information, 
call the Club number (613-722-3050). 

Times stated for excursions are departure times. Please arrive earlier; leaders start 
promptly. If you need a ride, don't hesitate to ask the leader. Restricted trips will 
be open to non-members only after the indicated deadlines. 

ALL OUTINGS: Please bring a lunch on full-day trips and dress according to the 
weather forecast and activity. Binoculars and/or spotting scopes are essential on 
all birding trips. Unless otherwise stated, transportation will be by car pool. 

REGISTERED BUS TRIPS: Make your reservation for Club bus excursions by 
sending a cheque or money order (Payable to The Ottawa Field-Naturalists ' Club) 
to Box 35069, Westgate P.O., Ottawa, Ontario, K1Z 1A2, at least ten days in 
advance. Include your name, address, telephone number and the name of the 
outing. Your cooperation is appreciated by the Committee so that we do not have to 
wait to the last moment to decide whether a trip should be cancelled due to low 
registration. In order for the Club to offer a bus trip, we need just over 33 people to 
register. If fewer than 30 register, we have the option of cancelling the trip or 
increasing the cost. Such decisions must be done a week in advance so we 
encourage anyone who is interested in any bus trip to register as early as possible. 
We also wish to discourage postponing the actual payment of bus fees until the day 
of the event. 

EVENTS A T THE CANADIAN MUSEUM OF NATURE: The Club is grateful to 
the Museum for their cooperation, and thanks the Museum for the use of these 
excellent facilities. Monthly meetings are held in The Discovery Zone Theatre on 
the 4 th Floor. 

BIRD STATUS LINE: Phone 613-860-9000 to learn of recent sightings or birding 
potential in the Ottawa area. To report recent sightings use the 613-860-9000 
number and stay on the line. This service is run on behalf of the Birds Committee 
and is available to members and non-members. 
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Saturday 

7 July 
8:00 a.m. 

[Rain date: 
Sunday 

8 July 

Call Jeff 
Skevington 
between 
6 and 9 p.m. on 
Friday night at 
613-832-1970 
if in doubt about 
the weather or 
for any other 
questions.) 


FIRST ANNUAL OTTAWA BUTTERFLY COUNT 
Leaders: Jeff Skevington & Peter Hall 
Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, NE corner of the 
parking lot, near Pizza Pizza, or call Jeff Skevington for a 
meeting site west of town. 

The North American Butterfly Association (NABA) has 
coordinated butterfly counts for many years, following the same 
format as Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs). These counts are 
published as part of an ongoing program of NABA to census 
the butterflies of North America (see 
http://www.naba.org/counts.html for more information). 
Volunteer participants’ focus on a 24 km diameter circle and 
conduct a one-day census of all butterflies sighted within that 
circle. As with CBCs, there is a $4.00 charge to participants to 
support the publication of the results (not obligatory, but 
encouraged; children under 12 are free). This is the first year 
that OFNC will sponsor a count. The count area will be centred 
at Manion Corners (SW of Ottawa), resurrecting a former non- 
OFNC count circle. It includes several important butterfly areas 
such as the Long Swamp and the Burnt Lands alvar. It is an all 
day event so bring your lunch. No experience is necessary! We 
will put teams together on site and match up people so that 
everyone has a chance to learn from the experts. If you have 
binoculars and a butterfly net, bring them along. Butterflies 
may be captured and brought to the count compilation alive for 
identification and release. 

We plan to meet after the count for a compilation, discussion of 
results and a small meal. Location not yet decided. We will 
have a collection of butterflies along to help people figure out 
what they saw and to learn a bit more about these amazing 
creatures. We hope that everyone can make it to the 
compilation, as it should be a lot of fun; however, if you can’t 
make it, we will get your data in the afternoon before you leave. 
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Monday 
23 J uly 
9:30 a.m. 


Sunday 
29 July 
8:30 a.m 


BUTTERFLIES OF LAROSE FOREST 
Leaders: Peter Hall and Christine Hanrahan 
Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden. 

Larose Forest, 40 minutes east of Ottawa, has a tremendous 
variety of butterflies. In recent years, Delaware, Dion, and 
Broad-winged Skippers have been found, as well as many other 
species. Join us for a leisurely stroll along some of the forest 
trails that have proven especially good for butterflies. Bring 
insect repellent, lunch, and water. The trip will last approx. 3 
hours. Rain date is Monday, July 30. The trip is limited to 15 
participants. Please register with the Club number 
(613-722-3050). 


LATE SUMMER BIRDING - Airport Grasslands & closed 
portion of High Road 

Leader: Gordon Belyea 

Meet: Intersection of Bowesville and Old High Road - south 
on Airport Parkway to Lester, east (left) on Lester to Albion 
Road, south (right) on Albion to Leitrim, west (right) on 
Leitrim to Bowesville approximately 2 km, south (left) on 
Bowesville about 200 meters to intersection of High Road, park 
on the gravel area on left. Please do not confuse this with the 
open portion of the High Road opposite the Rideau Carleton 
Raceway & Slots. 

The Airport Grasslands, a combination of grassland, coniferous 
forest and bush land are breeding grounds for sparrows. We 
may see adult and immature Vespers, Savannah, Chipping, 
Song, Field and the locally rare Grasshopper and Clay 
Coloured sparrows. Brown Thrashers, Blue Birds, Bobolinks, 
Eastern Kingbirds, Orioles, House Wrens, Tree Swallows and 
Indigo Buntings have been seen in the area. For more 
information, contact Gordon Belyea at 613-736-7051. 
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Saturday 
18 August 
9:30 a.m. 


Sunday 
19 August 
7:30 a.m. 


Saturday 
25 August 
8:00 a.m. 


Sunday 
26 August 
1:00 p.m. 


MUSHROOM TRIP TO LAROSE FOREST 
Leaders: Michel & Christiane Corbeil 
Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, east side near the bus stop 
(coordinator Susan Howell). (Alternatively, go directly to the 
Larose Forestry Station to meet at 10:00 a.m. Directions: 417 to 
Limoges, exit #79; go N on Limoges Rd through Limoges, road 
curves E and becomes Indian Creek Rd. [continue straight - do 
not take Saumure Rd); watch for Larose Forest sign on road 
that becomes Clarence Cambridge Rd.; continue onto County 
Rd. 8 (Champlain Rd.); turn N and then quickly W into parking 
lot for the Forestry Station.) 

Michel and Christiane will give a short introduction to 
mushrooms before all go into the woods. After a picnic lunch, 
the Corbeils will help participants sort out the mushrooms using 
various books. Bring your favourite mushroom books, bags for 
collecting, hand lens, a knife, lunch and of course suitable 
clothing depending upon the weather. 

LATE SUMMER BIRDING 
Leader: Bernie Ladouceur 

Meet: In front of Supreme Court Building on Wellington 
Avenue. 

We shall focus on shore birds and go to sewage lagoons or 
wherever birding seems to be best. Bring a snack for this long 
morning’s outing 

FALL MIGRANTS 
Leader: David Britton 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, (northeast corner of the 
parking lot, Richmond Road at Assaly Rd. near Pizza Pizza.) 
We will likely be heading west of Ottawa with stops at 
Britannia, Ottawa Beach, Shirleys Bay, etc. If other places have 
been producing good birds, we may switch at the last minute 
and head elsewhere, ending by noon at the latest. 

FERNS AND FERN ALLIES 
Leader: Bill Arthurs (613-225-6941) 

Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, Smythe Rd. and St. Laurent 
Blvd., opposite the bus stop on the east side in the parking lot. 
This afternoon walk, along the Dewberry Trail in the Mer 
Bleue Conservation area, will give participants an opportunity 
study the diverse ferns and their allies, and get practical 
experience in using identification keys. This outing will be 
cancelled if raining. 
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Wednesday 

5 September 
6:30 a.m. 

to about 

noon 

BIRDING AT THE LAROSE FOREST 

Leader: John Cartwright (613-789-6714) 

Meet: Elmvale Shopping Centre, SW corner, Smythe Road and 
St. Laurent Blvd. 

For this early morning birding trip, we shall start at the Larose 
Forest and if time permits, we shall visit the Embrun sewage 
lagoons. Expect to be back at the shopping centre around noon. 

Sunday 

9 September 
9:00 a.m. 

to about noon 

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP 

Leader: Colin Freebury 

Meet: Fletcher Wildlife Garden 

Many of us have digital cameras and are still struggling with the 
complexities and not always getting the results we would like. 

In this workshop, Colin will share his tips for taking nature 
photographs. Participants will practice with their own cameras 
and perhaps share their tips for more successful pictures. The 
Interpretation Centre will be open for us should the weather be 
poor. 

Tueseday 

11 September 
7:00 p.m. 

Social 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

MEMBERS’ PHOTOGRAPHY NIGHT 

Location: Canadian Museum ofNature (VMMB), Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets, The Discovery Zone Theatre on the 4 Ih 
Floor. 

7:30 p.m. 
Presentations 

Admission: At least one natural history slide or a digital 
presentation or a $2 donation. 

Many of us take pictures on Club outings or on our own, and 
this is our opportunity to share some special natural history 
shots with fellow members. The mix of different topics and 
different voices makes for an enjoyable evening. Bring your 
favourite or most recent photograph of plants, animals, birds, 
scenery, etc. (15 images max.). We can handle slides and most 
digital presentations but check with us first about whether you 
might need to bring your own laptop or whether a CD would 
suffice. We would like to speak with you briefly about your 
images before, but that is not a requirement. Please contact 
Marilyn at the Club number (613-722-3050) to prearrange your 
presentations 
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Saturday 

15 September 
9:30 a.m. 

FALL FLOWERS 

Leader: Albert Dugal 

Meet: Giant Tiger parking lot, north-east corner of Blossom 
Park Shopping Centre, west side of Bank Street, 2.2 km past 
Hunt Club Road. The last street before the shopping centre is 
Queensdale St. 

Mainly Asters and Goldenrods brighten old fields and 
woodlands in the fall and the various species can be hard to tell 
apart. Albert will try to help us sort them out as well as other 
fall-blooming species or other plants of interest. Back issues of 
T&L 24(4):114-121 on Goldenrods and T&L 29(3):89-99 on 
Asters, or any other field guides would be useful. We shall be 
visiting several habitats in the neighbourhood. Waterproof 
footwear is suggested, as well as a snack and a drink for this 
morning hike. Rain will cancel this trip. If the weather is 
questionable, or for more information, call Albert at 
613-821-1236. 

Wednesday 

19 September 
6:30 p.m. 

EVENING WALK AT THE FWG 

Leader: Sandra Garland 

Meet: Interpretation Centre, Fletcher Wildlife Garden, Prince 
of Wales Drive. 

Sandra will give you a tour of the garden to see what is still in 
bloom or flying/crawling around, and she will point out how 
various plants and animals are making their preparations for 
winter. 
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Sunday 
23 September 
9:00 a.m. 


Wednesday 
26 September 
8:00 a.m. 
to 

mid afternoon 


MIGRATORY BIRDS AND GENERAL NATURAL 
HISTORY TRIP TO THE GATINEAU HILLS 
Leader: Carolyn Callaghan 

Meet: Lincoln Heights Shopping Centre, northeast comer of 
the parking lot on Richmond Rd, at Assaly Rd., near Pizza 
Pizza (coordinator . (Or, follow the directions below for 
meeting at the farm at 10:00 a.m. 

A trip to Carolyn’s farm in the Gatineau Hills is always a treat. 
There are a variety of habitats, including hardwood forest, 
mixed wood forest, riparian, and hay fields. The focus of the 
trip will be migratory birds and general natural history. Bring a 
lunch and drink and suitable clothing for the weather. 
(Directions: Take Hwy 5 North to Tulip Valley. Turn left on 
105 at the Tulip Valley traffic lights. Continue on 105 past the 
entrance to Wakefield. Exit left onto Hwy 366. Continue along 
366 for approx. 15 km (passing the town of Masham). Turn 
right at the flashing lights onto Chemin Cleo Fomier. Travel 3 
km to Chemin Monte Belisle. Turn left onto Ch. Monte Belisle 
(road is called Chemin Rene Levesque to the east). Travel for 1 
km and turn left at #45 (white farm house at base of hill). 


RAIL LINE WETLANDS 
Leader: Stew Hamill 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, NE corner, Richmond 
Rd, at Assaly Rd., near Pizza Pizza (coordinator Connie Clark), 
or at 9:30 a.m. at Spencerville (see below). 

The abandoned Kemptville-Prescott CP rail line gives access to 
a number of natural habitats on a well-constructed roadbed. 
Walking portions of the line can provide a number of wildlife 
sightings. Two large marshes may be accessed by the rail line: 
the Groveton Bog, a provincially-significant wetland and area 
of natural and scientific interest, and the headwaters of the 
South Branch South Nation River. We will visit one of these, 
depending on conditions in September. Waterfowl should be 
visible at this time of the fall. Wear hiking gear, and bring 
lunch, water, field guides, and binoculars. Call or e-mail trip 
leader Stew (613-269-3415, shamill@ripnet.com) if you wish 
to meet the group near or at the rail line (Spencerville area). 








Sunday SHAGBARK HICKORY GROVE NEAR HOPETOWN 

30 September (west of Almonte) 

8:30 a.m. Leader: Jim Ronson (613-264-1937) 

Meet: Lincoln Fields Shopping Centre, NE corner, Richmond 
at Assaly Road, near Pizza Pizza (coordinator Fenja Brodo), or 
meet Jim at about 9:45 a.m. at General Store in Hopetown). 

Jim will take us on some old logging roads through crown land 
to see a remarkable stand of 100-year-old mutant Shagbark 
Hickories, Butternuts and other interesting trees. Our hike will 
take us through several interesting environments including a 
wetland and an abandoned, tiny pioneer farm. Bring a lunch, 
good hiking footwear and appropriate clothing for the weather, 
and of course your binoculars, hand lenses and various field 
guides. We may see some interesting mushrooms. 


Tuesday 

OFNC MONTHLY MEETING 

9 October 

SPHINXES TO SCIMITAR-BILLS - The Wild Life of East 

7:00 p.m. 

Africa 

Social 

Speaker: Roy John 

Location: Canadian Museum of Nature (VMMB), Metcalfe 
and McLeod Streets, The Discovery Zone Theatre on the 4 th 
Floor. 

7:30 p.m. 

Travel with Roy and Stephanie through the timeless land of 

Speaker 

Egypt, down the Nile from Alexandria to Aswan. Jumping 
troubled Ethiopia, continue through Kenya into Tanzania, 
following the herds. Join us as we tell you about lions that kill, 
elephants that charge, baboons that steal and rollers that dazzle. 

DEADLINE: Material intended for the October - December issue must be in the 
editor’s hands by August, 2007. Mail your manuscripts to: 


Karen McLachlan Hamilton, 


2980 Moodie Drive, Nepean, ON, K2J 4S7 

H: (613) 838-4943; email: hamilton@storm.ca 

ANY ARTICLES FOR TRAIL & LANDSCAPE? 

Have you been on an interesting field trip or made some unusual observations? 

Write up your thoughts and send them to Trail & Landscape. We accept.email, 
diskettes and CDs, or submissions in traditional form- typed, written, or printed. 

URL of our site: 

WEBMASTER’S email 

www.ofnc.ca 

webmaster@ofnc. ca 
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